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bility, both personal and national, in this armageddon. Such
people imagine that the defeat of Germany, if it comes about,
will leave us safe and sound as before; though they visualize
the possibility of a few minor chold ups', which they dignify
by tie name of sacrifices. They will not face that our world
for the rest of our lives and the next generation's cannot be
the same. To save freedom and liberty will entail bitter
sacrifice, and sacrifice that is fundamental  will be our
daily companion in our hoifie, in our business, in our
amusements, and in our comforts. Therefore we must re-
adjust to new conditions, keeping those traditions which were
worth saving and fighting for, and scrapping the dross. A new
and better national life must evolve, based on new values.
But it must not be left to hazard, lest the weeds of material
self-interest spring up from without and choke the growth of
the inner spirit. Spiritual values transcend all boundaries and
form part of the Divine that permeates every moment of man's
daily life, if he will but choose to see it. Without an inner
order, a renewal of our own faith, a very purging of our own
souls, it will be impossible for us to re-form a shattered world,
build a federation, avoid a repetition of Versailles, or try to
set Germany on her feet. It is our own feet that need reshoe-
ing, and though there are signs that our national conscience
is stirring, there are still too many whose chief concern is
their own material convenience. They are preoccupied with
butter shortage, possible rationing of clothes, and black-
out difficulties.  They do  not pause to   ask themselves:
'Have I been one of the atoms that has contributed to this
cataclysm ? Have I taken for granted the precious heritage
of freedom^ personal, religious, and political, whereby I can
truly call my soul my own ?' The smug buttress themselves
with the thought: 'All this I have heard before; it is very true
and wrong that spiritual values are neglected and that the
poor are hungry, but what can I do about it ?' And like the
rich young ruler of the New Testament they go away sad,
temporarily, for they have great possessions. It is just because
millions have done nothing about it that we are where we are
now; and if we again do nothing about it the flicker of good-
will that might grow into a flame for nobler peace aims may